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The human story and academic achievements of Zygmunt Bauman are deeply rooted in the century which has just
drawn to a close, a century of exceptional drama and tragedy. Zygmunt Bauman, however, has never been a passive
witness or uninvolved chronicler of the world around him, he has been his century's active participant and co-creator.
Today he is without a doubt one of the most significant sociologists in Europe - indeed, the world - and he has an
exceptional academic and moral authority. Before arriving at this happy state, however, he had to travel the dramatic
path of the European intellectual, a path of problematic life choices and difficult decisions.

His journey began in Poznan, Poland, in 1925; continued along the paths of a soldier on the front during the Second
World War, culminating in Berlin in 1945; and continued with his studies, research and teaching activities at Warsaw
University until 1968. His first-rate talent and immeasurable application marked Bauman out from the start for a career
in the field, which he was instrumental in renewing in Poland under very complicated conditions. In 1968 - this year,
which was so tragic for Czechoslovakia as well - Zygmunt Bauman and his wife Janina were literally driven out of
Poland. They were not alone. Much of the Polish intelligentsia was forced to leave with him, becoming later the pride
of European philosophical, aesthetic and sociological thought. In Israel, and subsequently in Britain, Bauman began a
new intellectual life, the results of which were a whole series of major academic works, in which he came to terms with
the European spiritual tradition, from the Enlightenment to the great ideologies of the Twentieth Century; more than
that, though, he reacted in a lively way to the fundamental social changes which have been so indicative of this last
century.

The central themes of his work are: the negative effects of the extreme rationalization of modern society and its
bureaucratization; the analysis of the processes of globalization from the point of view of the social and moral
responsibility of both individuals and institutions; the critical analysis of the negative aspects of the consumer society;
and the investigation of the changing social status of intellectuals in contemporary society, especially in their
relationship to power structures.

Prof. Bauman has also introduced to contemporary sociology certain non-traditional topics, in particular the
phenomenon of the body and corporeality; the relationship of work and consumption; the perception of time and
others. The central focus of all his works is the problem of moral responsibility, and the nature of morality and ethics
under the new conditions, which are collectively described as "post-modern". Bauman, however, does not share the
relativism of postmodernism, emphasizing instead the importance of personal responsibility, which is dramatically
empowered by changes in lifestyle and the necessity of everyday decision-making in the so-called consumer society.

Bauman is rightfully regarded as the creator of a highly individual style of sociological writing. Having absorbed
lessons from a broad range of world literature (the Classics, the Renaissance, critical realism, Utopians of all ages,
Franz Kafka, Robert Musil, Fyodor Dostoevsky, and even Jaroslav Hasek and Milan Kundera), he writes in a style
which is on the borderline between academic sociological discourse and the sociological essay. Through this he has
become attractive for the broad public, while still remaining provocative to the ossified ways of thought of intellectually
lazy and morally indifferent academics.

Zygmunt Bauman's most significant academic contributions may be found in his analysis of the so-called ambivalence
of modernity, in his exposition of the Holocaust as the tragic outcome of modernizing developmental tendencies, and
in his consistent ability to connect every central contemporary issue to the question of moral responsibility.

Zigmunt Bauman has always had a clearly defined positive relationship to Czech (and Czechoslovak) sociology. From
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the middle of the 1960's he supported efforts at its reconstruction, and since 1989, through his books, he has
significantly influenced the intellectual climate of both Czech sociology and the wider reading public. It is no
exaggeration to say that the name of Zygmunt Bauman is known not only to experts in the field he has made his own,
but to the broadest cultural public. Charles University therefore confers its most significant academic title on Zigmunt
Bauman:

for his exceptional contributions to the development of world sociology, particularly in his investigation of life
strategies, morality and the responsibility of the contemporary individual;

for his academic achievements in the study of the negative effects of so-called "extreme modernization" (especially for
his pioneering work on the Holocaust) and the social contexts and consequences of globalization; and

for his significant contribution to the intellectual life of the Czech sociological community in the 1960's and 1990's.

Zygmunt Bauman

Lidsky pfibéh i védecké dilo Zygmunta Baumana jsou hluboce zakofenény ve stoleti, které pravé skoncilo, ve stoleti
mimoradné dramatickém a tragickém. Zygmunt Bauman vSak neni jeho pasivnim svédkem ¢&i nezuCastnénym
kronikafem, je jeho aktivnim uUCastnikem a spolutvircem. Dnes je nepochybné jednim z nejvyznamnégjSich
evropskych, ba svétovych sociologu, je mimofadnou védeckou i moralni autoritou. Nez se tim v§im v$ak stal, proSel
dramatickou cestou evropského intelektuala, cestou obtiznych Zivotnich voleb a nejednoduchych rozhodnuti.

Jeho draha zacina v polské Poznani v roce 1925, pokracuje frontovymi cestami vojaka druhé svétové valky, ktera
konc€i v Berliné v roce 1945 a pokracuje studiem, védeckym a pedagogickym pusobenim na varSavské univerzité az
do roku 1968. Vynikajici nadani a nezmérna pracovitost pfeduréovaly Baumana k nepochybné kariéfe v oboru, ktery
ve slozitych podminkach v Polsku znovu obnovoval. V roce 1968, v tomto - i pro eskoslovensky stat tragickém - roce
byl Zygmunt Bauman spolu se Zenou Janinou z Polska doslova vyhnan. Nebyl sam. Spolu s nim odchazeli mnozi jini
polsti vzdélanci, ktefi se potom stali chloubou evropského filozofického, estetického a sociologického mysleni.
Nejprve v lzraeli a potom ve Velké Britanii zacina Bauman novy intelektualni zivot, ktery vydava plody v fadé
vyznamnych védeckych dél, v nichZz se vyrovnava s evropskou duchovni tradici pocinaje osvicenstvim a konce
velkymi ideologiemi dvacatého stoleti, zejména vSak zivé reaguje na zasadni spoleCenské promeény, které jsou pro
toto stoleti pfiznacné.

Usttednimi tématy jeho praci je studium negativnich efektd krajni racionalizace modernich spoleénosti a jejich
byrokratizace, analyza globalizaénich proces(i z hlediska socialni a mravni odpovédnosti jedinct i instituci, kriticky
rozbor negativnich aspektd spotfebni spolenosti a zkoumani promén postaveni intelektuald v soudobych
spole¢nostech zejména ve vztahu k mocenskym strukturam.

Prof. Bauman vnesl do soudobé sociologie a nové interpretoval néktera netradi¢ni sociologicka témata, zejména
fenomén téla a télesnosti, smrti a umirani, vztahu prace a spotfeby, vnimani ¢asu a dals$i. Hlavnim motivem vS8ech
jeho praci je problém mravni odpovédnosti a povahy moralky a etiky v novych podminkach, jimz se souhrnné fika
"postmoderni”. Bauman v$ak nesdili postmoderni relativismus, poukazuje spiSe na vyznam osobni odpovédnosti,
ktera je dramaticky umocnéna zménami Zivotniho zpusobu a nezbytnosti kazdodenni volby v tzv. konzumni
spole¢nosti. Bauman je pravem pokladan za tvlirce osobitého sociologického vyjadfovaciho stylu: poucen svétovou
literaturou (antickou, renesancni, kritickym realismem, utopickymi teoriemi vSech vékud, Franzem Kafkou, Robertem
Musilem, Fjodorem Dostojevskym, ale i Jaroslavem HaSkem a Milanem Kunderou) piSe stylem, ktery je na pomezi
akademického sociologického vyjadfovani a sociologické eseje. Tim se stava pfitazlivy po Sirokou vefejnost,
soucasné vSak provokuje zkostnatélé mysleni intelektualné pohodinych a moralné indiferentnich akademik.

Hlavni védecky pfinos Zygmunta Baumana se spatfuje v jeho analyze tzv. ambivalence modernity, v jeho vykladu
holocaustu jako tragického vyusténi modernizaénich vyvojovych trendl a v jeho dlsledném spojovani vSech
ustfednich otazek soucasnosti s otazkami mravni odpovédnosti.

Zygmunt Bauman vzdy mél a ma vyhranéné pozitivni vztah k ¢eské (a Ceskoslovenské) sociologii. Od poloviny 60. let
podporoval usili o jeji rekonstrukci a po roce 1989 svymi knihami vyznamné ovlivnil intelektualni klima v Ceské
sociologii i $ir§i vefejnosti. Lze bez nadsazky Fici, Ze jméno Zygmunta Baumana je znamo nejen odbornikim v oboru,
v némz se proslavil, ale Siroké kulturni vefejnosti. Univerzita Karlova proto udéluje svlj nejvyznamnéjSi akademicky
titul Zygmuntu Baumanovi
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za mimoradné zasluhy o rozvoj svétové sociologie v oblasti zkoumani Zivotnich strategii, moralky a odpovédnosti
dnesniho Clovéka,

za védecké vysledky v oblasti studia negativnich projevd tzv. "krajni modernizace" (zejména za zcela prakopnické
studium holocaustu) a socialnich souvislosti a disledku globalizace a

za jeho vyznamny podil na intelektualnim zivoté ¢eské sociologické obce v letech Sedesatych a devadesatych.
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